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We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to  fund our 
various school programs and support systems.  The state 
allocates funding to the district based upon this ADA.  The 
school receives $55.76 per day for each student who is in 
school.  The state does not give us the $55.76 for student 
absences, even if the student was out for an illness or family 
emergency.  In the month of December, we had 147 
days of student absence, which translates to $8196.72 
in lost revenue to the district.   

With the cold and flu season upon us, it is important that your 
child’s health be your primary concern.    If your child is going to 
be out for 5 days or more, please call for a contract.  
Additionally, if you will be going on any extended winter 
vacations, it is important to notify the office to arrange for a 
contract so your child can have homework and get credit for 
attendance.  ( Please let the office know at least 1 week in advance.) 

Please call the Attendance Office at 484-0972 for information. 

I hope everyone had a great holiday and you are 
feeling the excitement and anticipation of the New 
Year.  I am looking forward to a busy and exciting 
spring. Graduation and summer will be here before we 
know it!  

If you weren’t on campus on the evening of December 
13th, you missed a fantastic concert presented by the 
middle school Concert and Jazz Bands, and the middle 
school choir.  Mr. Osarczuk had his students in fine 
form and the concert was outstanding.  Many thanks 
to the generous support of WUEF for giving our 
students the opportunity to have a music program.   

I am in the process of completing the high school 
recommendations for our students, so if you still need 
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that done, please make sure the paperwork is turned 
in to the office ASAP. 

If you’re interested in helping with this year’s 
graduation festivities, I hope you’ll join me on 
February 16th for our annual organizational meeting.  
More information can be found on Page 2. 

My best wishes to each and every one of you for a 
happy new year! 

Sincerely, 

Gina Uccelli 
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STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

 

Happy New Year!  We hope you all had 
a great holiday break and are ready for 
the last 21 weeks of school!!!   

San Benancio School had an awesome 
Canned Food Drive that benefited The Monterey Coun-
ty Food Bank.  We donated a grand total of 9,189 items.  
The classes that donated the most in each grade level 
were: Mrs. Reineking’s in 6th grade with a total of 1,751 
canned donated.  In 7th grade, it was Mrs. Yee’s class 
with a total of 572 items donated.  It was a nail biter in 
8th grade – Mrs. Chiappe’s class really came through in 
the end with a fantastic total of 1,460 items donated!!!  
Great job everyone! We surely made a difference this 
holiday season. 

Once again, ASB elves celebrated the “10 Days of 
Christmas.”  You know, Oprah has her “Favorite 
Things” and Ellen has her “12 Days of Christmas” ... you 
get the idea!  ASB elves visited all San Benancio classes 
delivering a Christmas treat to each student.  Our elves 
even went to Toro Park School and surprised the stu-
dents there.  

Beginning in January, we will have our 
annual collection of gently used jack-
ets, pants and shirts for Schoola – an 
organization that will sell the clothes 
online and give us a percentage of the profits.  In the last 
two years, we have made over $2,000.  Hang onto those 
gently used items; we will begin collecting in January and 
end on February 8th!! 

Go to www.schoola.com to learn more. 

Looking forward to next Spirit Week 
we will usher in Dance 2.0 in February 
and our annual Candy Gram sales for 
Valentine’s Day. We will have a com-
munity service project as usual and oth-
er fun activities for our students to par-
ticipate in to win that Spirit Trophy. 

Attention 8th Grade Parents 

Yearbook Ads are on sale now!! 

The yearbook is a great way to remember and share in 
your son or daughter’s school experiences.  Creating an 
ad to honor your child is not only easy—it helps mark 
their place in a one-of-a-kind, permanent keepsake for 
the entire school. 
 
Order forms are available in the school office, or you 
can order online at JostensAdService.com. 
 
The LAST day to complete your ad is January 
28th, so don’t delay!  We only have 2 pages left to 
sell, so order now! 
 
We are also offering the chance to sponsor the SBMS 
yearbook.  Your sponsorship includes your name, family 
name, or business name on the sponsorship page in the 
back of the book.  There are 4 levels of sponsorship:  Elite 
sponsorship of the yearbook cover $1000 , Platinum 
($500+), Gold ($250), and Silver ($100) 
 
The last day to order a personalized yearbook is 
also January 28th. Order by the 28th before 
prices go up!  Go online to order your book to-
day. 

GRADUATION PLANNING MEETING 

It’s hard to believe, but it is time to start planning 

the 2016 8th grade graduation ceremony!  We will 
hold a planning meeting on Thursday, February 16, 

at 6:30 p.m. in Room 10.  We will need volunteers 

to assist with planning the ceremony, the 8th grade 

barbecue and swim party, and the 8th grade dance.  

I hope you’ll join us! 

Live so that when your children think of  
fairness, caring, and integrity, they think 

of  you. 

H. Jackson Brown, Jr. 
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Art News for January 

Hope all of you had wonderful holidays.  In January, the Art Do-
cent program begins the New Year by giving lessons in painting.  
Painting is the practice of applying color to a surface such as 
paper, canvas, wood, glass, lacquer or concrete.  However, 
when used in an artistic sense, the term “painting” means the 
use of color in combination with drawing and composition.  
Children’s paintings are closely linked with art appreciation.  A 
child who is exposed to painting is more apt to produce expres-
sive work on his own. 

January is Painting Month 

Throughout the grades, we will expose our students to several 
brush techniques, different paints - watercolor and tempera, and 
focus on learning color and painting terms. 

Grade 6:  Matisse Magic:  This painting unit is 
a still life based on the work of French painter 
Henri Matisse (1869-1954).  In creating this 
watercolor still life, students will learn why 
Matisse was called a Fauve (translated as “Wild 
Beast”) painter for his exuberant and uncon-
ventional use of color.  They will first observe 
a simple still life set up in the classroom, then 
draw it and paint it using Matisse’s simple shapes, bright comple-
mentary colors, with invented patterned backgrounds.   

 

Grade 7:  Flowers O’Keefe:  This mixed me-
dia unit is a favorite with students.  They will 
take a section of a flower and enlarge it.  They 
will then use tempera paints and pastels to 
create an interpretation of one of America's 
most famous female artists. 

 

Picture of the Month 

In January, the Picture of the Month selections are from the 
Post Impressionist artists Van Gogh and Gauguin who started 
painting with the Impressionists in Paris, but developed stronger 
colors and more personal styles.  The experiments of the Post 
Impressionist painters developed into many art movements that 
formed the basis of Modern Art in the 20th Century. 

 

Reminder! 

Mark your calendar. The Washington Union Educa-
tional Foundation’s Annual Fundraiser is Saturday, 
March 4 at the Hyatt Regency, Monterey.   Please 
come out and support this fun event! 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC ROOM 
Season’s greetings and a Happy New Year from the Mu-
sic Department! I would like to congratulate all of our 
students for a job well done at our Winter Concert this 
past December. The Choir, Concert Band, and Jazz En-
semble all did a fantastic job and looked great! I am very 
proud of all the hard work that our students put in to 
make that concert so great. I am excited to start prepar-
ing even more challenging repertoire for our upcoming 
Music in the Parks trip, and our Spring Concert.  

 

CMEA-CCS Honor Groups: Those who 
were selected into Honor Band, Orches-
tra, and Choir should be working on the 
honor music. Please check the CCS calen-
dar for your rehearsal and concert dates. 
All participants are required to be at all 
rehearsals and the concert.  

 

The music department would like to thank 
WUEF and all the generous donors for 
your support of our very special program. I 
would also like to extend a big thanks to all 
the parents who helped with the Winter 

Concert and other various performances throughout 
our community. Have a fantastic 2017! 

ATHLETICS 

The spring season is approaching and we are 
always in need of coaches! 

If you have any knowledge of track and field 
and are interested in coaching the spring 
season, please contact Athletic Director, 
Stephanie Bacon 

sbacon@washingtonusd.org.  

Sign ups for the spring season will be start-
ing at the end of February.  Please have your 
students listen for announcements in the 
coming weeks. 
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Happy New Year from Parents’ Club! 
Parents Club News 

Happy New Year! The holiday Gi�  Shop at Toro Park School was a huge success! Thank you to 

everyone who helped, we couldn’t have done it without you!  

Please be on the lookout for it again next year! We would like to invite you to our next Parents’ 
Club Mee�ng on January 12 at 6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Middle School. We will be 
looking at the calendar for the rest of the year and planning our next events.  

Mark down April 8th and await more info for The Color Run 
coming to Toro Park School. Come help us plan for the upcoming fun events. We 
need help and we are s�ll looking for board members. We would love to have you 
there! 

 

PARENTS ’  CLUB UPDATE 

IMPORTANT NEWS!! 
 
Parent Education Seminar on Jan 26th - Promoting Positive Peer Interactions  
Mark your calendars for our next parent education seminar on Thursday, January 26th at 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm in the 
MPR at San Benancio.  We invite all parents of WUSD to attend and provide input.  This month’s topic, determined 
by parent request, will be Promoting Positive Peer Interactions.  As you know, learning healthy social skills at a 
young age is crucial to supporting positive social and emotional development.  Please come join the conversation as 
we talk about actively promoting positive peer interactions, teaching social skills, and creating opportunity for stu-
dents to practice these skills.  Positive peer interactions are important as they set the foundation for a child's future 
style of interacting and success in relationships.  As part of the conversation, we will explore various scenarios that 
impact the lives of young people such as gossip and rumors, leadership, and motivating the unmotivated.  
  
Up Next: February 23 - Cyber-Bullying and the Lizzie Velasquez Story.  This amazing seminar will be presented 
by nationally acclaimed keynote speaker and youth motivator, Michael Pritchard. You won’t want to miss it! 

 

CELL PHONE REMINDER:  We are beginning to have some issues with cell phone use on campus; specifically, 
students using their phones during school hours to text, take pictures, and post to social media.  We understand 
that many students carry cell phones in case there is an emergency and they need to call a parent.  However, dur-
ing the school day, we ask that all parents use the school office to communicate with your children and that you 
take the opportunity to have a conversation with your child about responsible and appropriate use of technology.  
The following is from the San Benancio Handbook: 

While the school recognizes that many students carry cell phones for personal use, they are to be 
turned off and put away in backpacks or lockers during the school day.  The first time a student vio-
lates this rule; the phone will be taken away and returned at the end of the school day.  The second 
infraction will result in confiscation and the phone will only be returned to a parent.  A third infrac-
tion will result in the loss of the privilege of carrying a cell phone on campus. 
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WUEF UPDATE 

 
WUEF wishes each and every district family and district staff member a very 

Happy New Year!  We hope you all enjoyed your Holiday Season!!! 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 

33nd Annual Dinner Dance Fundraiser – Mark it on your calendar, the date has been set! 
Saturday, March 4th, 2017… Bringing it back to the Hyatt Regency Monterey. 
This is our largest fundraiser of the year… Attend and spend!!! 
The invitations will be going out soon.  Look for your invite in your child’s folder or backpack. 
 
 

The Auction Committee is hard at work now!!  If you would like to donate and item, a gift certifi-
cate or know someone who would, please contact: 

Jennifer McVay @ 831.595.4533 or 
Julie Williams @ 831.444.2348 
Auction donation forms will also be available in all three school offices. 
 

Please feel free to contact me at lisamilburn1@att.net with any questions about our fundraisers 
or if you would like to volunteer!   
 
Like us on Facebook. Go to Washington Union Educational Foundation. We will keep you updat-
ed on Facebook!  
 
The WUEF Board Meeting will be held on January 17th @ 6:00p.m., Toro MPR room.  Please 
feel free to attend. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Lisa Milburn 
WUEF Board President 2016-17 
 

 
 


